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Qualifications of a Volunteer Tutor

Be dependable and prompt, interested in others and able to relate to them, prepared to uphold confidentiality, be friendly, patient, and optimistic. You must be at least 18 years old. Educational requirements include having a HS diploma/GED, and the ability to read, write, and speak English fluently. A gentle sense of humor is a great asset.

Responsibilities

1. Be prepared to invest more time in the beginning as you prep your resources and lesson plans. Tutors are expected to meet with learners at least once a week for lessons and to prepare appropriate plans for each lesson.

2. Volunteer for a fairly long duration. Tutors are expected to volunteer for a minimum of six months after they are matched with a learner.

3. Treat adult learners with respect. Peninsula READS is a confidential environment.

4. Provide encouragement and support as a learning partner by:

a. Helping the learner to develop a positive self-concept by showing your approval.

b. Showing acceptance of the learner by listening to what he/she has to say.

c. Helping the learner develop a positive attitude toward learning by giving him/her learning tasks that he/she is able to perform and by calling attention to successful performance.

d. Giving positive encouragement rather than negative criticism.

e. Noticing and understanding the reasons for learning problems the learner may have. Be prepared to meet these problems as challenges, not roadblocks.

5. Give the learner lessons created just for him/her. Help the learner set realistic, achievable goals. Review your progress together periodically.

6. Report to Peninsula READS staff on learner needs, progress, and any changes affecting the learner. Also report your needs as a tutor.

7. Request help whenever you need it.
Peninsula READS is a United Way of the Virginia Peninsula Affiliated Agency 

[image: image2.jpg]United @)





Updated 09/2011

.




[image: image2.jpg]